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RS v ars’ Journey of AIPA
Major o 07 till 2019

On 9™ September 2007 published first ever Media Article about Pickleball in Loksatta
a leading newspaper of Mumbai.

On 13" March 2008, 8 Sports lovers got together and decided to set up organization

to promote Pickleball in India |
( Those 9 months were really painful period | unforgettable cfforts |, stnce at every stage we stemblod wpors mew

obstacles and we overcome with great dyfioulty | finally .. ...

On 12" December 2008 ATPA got license from Registrar of Companics, Government
of India as a Scction 25 company registered under the Indian Companies Act, 1956
whose status is at par with Society and/or Trust.

During the year 2007-08 AIPA made number of demos in and around Mumbai city
and outside Maharashtra as well | tor e.g. Atul Co .Ltd Gujurat, One of the event was
Times of India Festival . and was held at Patkar College of Goregaon .

During the same period media both Print and Electronic ,started taking extensive
note of Pickleball.

1" May 2008 conducted first ever 8 days school camp at St. Thomas High school in
Goregaon , subsequently for next 6 years , in every summer vacation we conducted
this training camp. For first 2 years we were at St.Pious camp and latter on we shifted

in the school premises itself.

During the year 2008, half an hour interview was telecasted on ETY which was
responsible to get maximum enquires to get atfiliations from various Districts from the

State of Maharashtra.

Interview on ETV lead to conducting the first State level Work Shop  at Dhule where
sports lovers from 12 Districts of Maharashtra experienced Pickleball. Since then
Pickleball started growing in the State of Maharashtra .

On 2™ April 2009 ATPA launched its website www.aipa.in . latter on it became
Www.aipa.co.in

15 July 2009 visited Ahmedabad in Gujarat State and presented the demo of
Pickleball, belore Law College Students and Railway's officials .

17" November 2009 , on invitation from Shri Rahul Gandhi Jji AIPA presented
Paddles and Balls to Hon “ble Gandhi Sir at 10 Janpath in New Delhi,

During the year 2010, AIPA pgot affiliation letter of Intemational PFederation of
Pickleball, USA

17™ December 2010 | first District level Tournament was held at Kalyan in the State of
Maharasthra, where 65 school children participated in the one day event.

17" February 2011 , for the first time Douglas Smith from USA came to India for 3
days tour, latter on every year he became our esteemed guest whose support is
invaluable for AIPA.




3™ November 2011 1* Inter District State level Tournament was held at Ahmednagar
where players from 10 Districts of Maharasthra took part.

5" February 2012 visited Jaipur for Demo of Pickleball where over 20 players playved
and latter on they started club at Jaipur, subsequently State of Rajasthan produced
number of talented players.

1™ Sept 2012, organized first ever All India level Seminar at Sports Authority of India
» in Mumbai where delegates from 16 States participated and out of them 5 States were
granted affiliations .

30" Dec 2012 2™ Inter Dist Tournament at Sangli
9" June 2013 Inter Dist Tournament at Anheri

20" December 2013 conducted first ever All India Open Tournament at Andheri |,
Mumbai where teams from 10 States of India took part. From this tournament onwards
Media, Government and other Stake holders started taking serious interest in
Pickleball. During the same period Government of Maharashtra sanctioned Pickleball
as official sport for Inter School Competition. This tournament wa s a major milestone
in the promotion of Pickleball in India.

During the year 2013 conducted 3" Inter Dist Tournament at Ahmednagar

18" Muay 2014 Atul Edward from Mumbai participated in the International tournament
at Netherlands where he got Gold Medal in Doubles category .

26™ July 2014 2™ Inter Dist ( Mumbai ) Tournament at Andheri

22" Aug 2014 at Ahmednagar conducted 4" Inter-Dist ( State) Tournament
And also 1™ U/19 tournament at same venue

20" December 2014 AIPA conducted 2" All India Open lTournament at Andheri
Mumbai where teams from 12 States participated.

Some where in the same period , conducted mini tournament in collaboration with
Liions club of Santacurz.

Introductory demos were continued in full swing all around Mumbai and elsewhere,
Khar Gymkhana, Bandra Ghmkhana, Bombay Gymkhana, Navi Mumbai Sports
Association , Kamgar Kalyan Kendra, many housing societies . clubs ., VIPs
Corporates, etc. Vile Parle , Bandra . Goregaon , Vasai , Safula. Bhaynder , Mulund
10'™ Feb 2015 , 1™ Inter Dist , DSO approved tournament at Ahmednagar U/19

On May 2015 AIPA constructed its first ever dedicated Outdoor court at Andheri.

23™ May 2015 3™ Inter Dist ( Mumbai ) Tournament at Andheri

19" June 2015 at Jalgoan ( Chopda) 5" Inter Dist ( State ) Tournament.
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26" June 2015 AIPA conducted 3" All India Open Tournament at Panipat ,in Haryana
State where 14 States Teams took part and made this tournament a memorable event.
Doordarshan Sports ( DD Sports) covered the final matches and repeatedly telecasted
the event due to which Pickleball is reaching at the nook and corner of the County .

During the same period Global Community of Pickleball also started taking note of
efforts of AIPA. Pickleball Clentral published, 2 part blog about journey of AIPA on

their website,

28 and 29" November 2015 at Patna , Bihar , 3 Inter State Tournament was held

During the same period we took part in Equal Street Festival at Bandra west, latter on
at New Mumbai we continued as Happy Street Festival , on every Sunday morning .

During the year 2015 |, Anish Mchta and Shanai Mchta went to Spain to take part in
the International Tournament and got Bronze medal in Doubles category .

5" December 2015 conducted 1% Mumbai Mayor Trophy Tournament where School
children from 25 Schools in Mumbai took part in Event held at Andheri .

9™ January 2016 At Safala we launched our 2™ Court and conducted a mini
tournament with Aastha Trust.

25" March 2016 Tions Sporting Club at Santacrux , Open tournament
23™ June 2016 at MLDC , Mumbai DSO approved tournament was conducted

25™ June 2016 Manish Rao player from Mumbai went to USA (o take part in the USA
Open Tournament and secured Gold medal in Doubles Category.

( During the said period many players started conducting private Tournaments in and
around Mumbai)

4" July 2016 4™ Inter-Dist ( Mumbai ) Tournament at Khar Gymkhana
24" September 2016 6™ Inter Dist ( State ) Tournament at Aurangabad
Also at the same venue conducted 1 Inter Dist under 19 Tournament

November 2016 ATPA Conducted 4™ All India Open Pickleball Tournament at Jaipur |
Rajashtan where 14 Teams . men and women took part . It was held at one of the
prestigious indoor Courts , Savai Mansingh Indoor Stadium , Jaipur.
14" January 2017 a private tournament by I'3 held at Khar , Mumbai

20" February 2017 a private tournament was held at Bangkok , Thailand where in 26
Indian Players took part and performed exceptionally well.

20" April 2017 a private tournament held at Jalgoan




9" June 2017 first ever Junior National Tournament and Federation Cup
Championship held at Deheradun in the State of Uttarakhand where Teams from 15
States have participated.

2" August 2017, Thane Municipality agreed to use empty space below the fly over
bridge at Nitin Company at Thane west for playing Pickleball .
Sakal live and IBN Lokmat covered the event.

26™ August 2017, a renowned international coach from UUSA , Mr.Prem Carnot has
been invited to conduct a clinic of Pickleball at IChar Gymbkhana. 40 players all over
India will be attending this 4 hours clinic .

1* and 2" Oct 2017, 7™ Inter Mumbai Dist Tournament will be held at Singhania
Sport s Complex at Thane . This ultra modern indoor sports facilities which is offered
to us by owners is pat on the back of AIPA.

Similarly on 28 th and 29" October 2017 first Indian Open Pickleball Championship
will be held at Jamnabai Narsi School , Juhu in Mumbai where 20 International

players and 60 top seeded Indian players are taking part in this 2 days tournament.
This venue also we got it free of cost which is a sign of reorganization to the efforts of
AlIPA of past 10 years,

In the month of March 2018 | Indian Team participated in the 2" Bangkok Open
Tournament .

August 2018 , 5™ Senior National Open Tournament held at Bangalore where nearly
150 players from 15 States took part .

November 2018 , 1* Edition of Super league was successfully organized in Khar
Gymkhana in collaboration with Sportscast

December 2018 , 2" Indian Open Tournament was successfully organized at
Goregaon Sports club where 20 foreign and 80 top class Indian players participated .

December 2018 , 1% Ramesh Prabhu Memorial tournament held at Club NX

December 2018 | first time Pickleball was included in Parle Krida Mahovstav which
drew fantastic response .

February 2019 , Jaipur Open was organized where more than 125 players took part.
May 2019, First all Women Tournamnet was held at Khar Gymkhana

May 2019 | first Avengers cup tournament was held at Khar Gymkhana

June 2019 , First IMY DC tournament held at Goregaon west.




MAJIOR TOURNAMENT ORGANISED BY
ALL INDIA PICKLEBALL ASSQCIATION (A.X.P.A)
All India Pickleball Association (AIPA) has been organizing major Toulnalru_nts as
mentioned below, since Lhe past decade.

Sl. Tournament Year | Held in Place
No. Held
] | pistrict |  State
) 19 1% National Pickleball Tournament 2013 Mumbai Maharashtra
T2, | 29 National Pickleball Tourdament 2014 | Mumbal Maharashtra
‘3. | 3" National Pickleball Tournarment | 2015 Panipat | Haryana
T a. | A% National Pickleball Tournament | 2016 |  Jaipur | Rajasthan
5. | All India Federation Cup | 2017 | Dehradun | Uttarakhand
6. | 1" Indian Open 2017 |  Mumbai | Maharashtra
7. | 5% National Pickieball Tournament | 2018 | Bengaluru Karnataka
8. | 2" ndian Open - | 2018 Daipur Rajasthan
9. | 1% National Ranking Tournament | 2019 |  pPune | Maharashtra
- 10, | 2" National Ranking Tournament | 2021 | Dombivali, | Maharashtra
"11. | 6" National Pickleball Tournament 2022 Hydcrabad Telangana
12, | 5" Bainbridge Cup World Cup | 2022 Mumbai | Maharashtra
12. | U.P Open Picklieball Championship 2023  Neolda |  Uttar
(from 21% -~ 23"™ April, 2023) Pradesh
13. | 3™ National Ranking Tournament | 2023 | Margao |  Goa
(scheduled from 19" — 21 May,
2023) -

Besides these, there are many Open Tournaments which have been held in various
parts of the country. Internationally, owur Indian Players have also participated in
Lthe Asia Open Championship at Phulket, Thalland In 2022 and 2023 and Warld
Championship at Bali, Tndonesia In 2022 where they performed brilliantly and won
many medals in different cateqories,
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Pickleball... the name is Interestlng and so is the game. It is a recreational bat & ball game.
The ball is an oversized ping, pong ball. Pickleball is played on a hard court (20 X 44 feet)

with 3 feet net placed along the ground.

It offers benefits of Lawn Tennis + Badminton + Table Tennis in one single sport. The
playing style is similar to that of Lawn Tennis, so Pickleball is also knowin as Mini Tennis.

Sport approved by
Matruwrashtra Govs

Fickleball promoted in Indila by:

All ITndia Pickleball Association

(Afliated to Intermational Fedaration of Pickleball, USA)
Tax Benefll under saecltion 80G, License No RSI25/(1).:8/09/1207J
CIN: U74990MH2008NPL 188856 www. aipa.in
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on-Vailey zone 1s that « feet part on eacn side of the count whiun is ciosea 10 the center net During the
course of the game if a player enters in this zone and hils the ball then s/he is nol allowed lo voliey.

1L means while playing from this zone a player has 1o drop the ball in the opposile court.

+ What is the spirit behind above rule? :

It is simply because the welght of the ball is so light thal if a player comes near the net then sfhe may hil
the ball direclly on the body of the opposile player. Thus the rally would end immedialely. Hence in crder
to conlinue the rally for longer period players are discouraged lo enter in the non volley zone.

In case s/ne enters in the non-valley zone then it is compulsory for him or her lo drop the ballin

the opposite court.

Sports for All

« How thé score Is counted? |
The game of Pickleball is of 11 points and it is won by difference of 2 points. In this game, paint is earmed

A“ lndia Pickleba" Association by the player who is serving, il means if a serving player looses the point then serve will brake and

il will pass lo opponent player.

« What are faults?

+ What is Pickleball?

Pickleball is a racquel sport which combines elements of badminton, tennis, and lable tennis. The sport is
nlayed on a court with the same dimensions as a doubles badminton court. The net is similar to tennis net,
but is mounted two inches lower. The game is played wilh a hard paddle and a polymer hellow ball,

By following ways faull would occur in Pickleball.

1.By not making cross service

2.By hitting the ball eul of the court

3.By stepping into the non valley zone and volleying lhe ball
4.By nel clearing the net

* Where Pickleball can be played? 5.8y volleying the ball befere it has bounced once on each side of the net

It can be played on any hard (smooth & even) surface, indoor or ouldoor. deally speaking it requires.
il requires court size thal of badminton courl. It means 20X44 feel courl size and lhe cenler nel should be
_ lowerad down lo 3 fee! height from the ground.

+ What is unique in “Pickleball”? - ' .

ILis a hybrid sports. It censists of 3 sports. Badminlon plus lawn lennis plus lable lennis. Pickleball is made by
combining Ihe techninues of these 3 games.

* Why “Pickleball" is also known as “mini tennis"?
Since the playing sly!e of this sport is closer o that of lawn lennis, many limes il looks very similar lo lennis.

For More
info Visit
Our Website

» What are salient features of its racquet and ball?

_ Racquel of Pickleball is called paddle and is made of soft wood. Il is bigger than racquel of lable tennis and
shorter than lawn tennis and badminton. Il's hallow ball is made of perforaled plastic and it has low bounce.
The ball is seamless loo. Since this ball is very light in weight, it is harmless and non risky.

+ How many players can play this sport?
Pickleball can be played either in singles or doubles and mix doubles.

+ How it is different than lawn tennis?
Pickleball is a sporl where shot placemenl; sleadiness, palience and laclics have a far greater imporiance than

brute power, sirength and speed. Mosl imporiantly the service of Pickleball is made underhand unlike in tennis
where over hand service is must,

www.aipa.in

+ What you gain by playing Pickleball? v

This sport enables good eye-hand coorcinalion and il also provides plenly of exercise o keep body fil. B E F IT AN D H AVE F U N
In a funfull almasphere, this sport offers complete workoul for he body. :

« What are the rules for Pickleball?

The game of Pickieball begins by serving from the baseline. The serve is made underhand by hilling the ball in
{he air. The service is made diagonally cross cour and musl clear the non volley zone. The recelving player
should take the ball with one bounce and relurn anywhere in the opposite courf and the player who made (he
service should also hil the ball after one bounce. It means after the ball has bounced once on each side then
bolh the leams can either volley the ball in the air or play il off with one bource. 2 5

Deductions raceived are exempted under section 806 of the Income Tax Act 1961,
Vide No.: DIT(E)/MC/80G/938/2012-13 valid for the period from 29122010 onwards
Motified as Tmnqnder No.42683 dr.6.11,2009 u/s 12A(1) of Income Tax Act 1961,




All India Pickleball Association (AlIPA)

Mission

AlIPA beling a ploneer for Introducing Rickleball in India, wea are
responsible for its promaotion, developmaeaent and enjoyment (n the

country.

Vision
AIPA intends to be the most respected sports organization in
India. We will achieve this vision by adaopting following strategles

Use Pickleball as a tool for the fun and enjoymeant of physical
activities

Ensure mass participation in the game of Plckleball all across

the country

- Offer Pickleball as a family sport

- Faciltale achleving excellence for those players and coaches
who aspire to reach the highest level in the sport by conducting
tournameaents, training and research in the field of Picklaball

By fostering Picklieball we wish to emphasis the Rightto Play

for evary citizen in India

Core Values
AIPA respects dignity of labour in all spheres of life
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All India Pickleball Association
Pledge

I have the right to play.
I play because that's what kids do.
I play because it keeps
me fit and young.
I can play any way
and anywhere.

I play with my family,
my friends or by my self.
I play fair with respect
for myself and others.
I play every day.

AlPA
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INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION OF

PICKLEBALL sanBRIDGE cupP

fhe International Federation of Pickicball (15 P), the world
governing body of pickleball has slected Sunil Valavalkar
10 the Roard of DIrectors At an AT Large Meamber for 2019
2020 Sunil s the founder and Director of All Iindia
Pickieball Association (AIPA) and brings & wealth of
experience and knowiledge of the sport of pickieball

| would like 1O share his sTory with our meamber countries
and hope that you find it inspiring, as | have it all started
n 1999 when Sunil took a trip to Mope BC, Canada. Mo
was introduced 1o pickieball and was immensely intriguesd
eand enamored by the geme. Like so many of us he became
addicted and played overy morming duning s wvisat.
Although the game had taken a special piace in his heart,
other prionties of raising & Tamily, put pickicball on hold
for the next soveral years In 2007 1t was once agasin
: rekindied and from that day growing pickieball in india
became his passion. In those carly days of developing and teaching pickieball there where many obrstackes that
would have made many of us give up, especially when his very own local Tennis Oub gave him & stern “NO™ 1o
pickieban Sunil and eight of his closest friends never gave up and on Aprl 137, 2008 they signed a
Memorandum of Associsation to form All India Pickieball Association. It was not until December 2008 that thoy
finally recerived the green signal from the Government and was awarded with a Certificate of Incorporation. ANl
India Pickieball Association became one of The very first member countries of the international Federation of
Mickicball. Owver the noxt 8 yoars and under the loeadaership of Sunil and his dedicateod dircctors of aIra, thoy
have accomplished many goals. They held the ficrst District level taurnament in 2010, the first and second inter
Districy Stare rournament in 2011 and 2012 The All India Pickieball Association organired the first ANl India
Sceminar of Sports Authority of india in 2012 where delegates from 16 states participated. This event was heid
in Mumbail and during this svent 5 stares wers granted atfiliations. 1t was in May 2015 when AIPA constructed
irs tirsr ever dedicared ourdoor pickiabhall court ar Andher. More Tournaments, clinics and svents have Taken
place over the yoars with yet anothor first. It was June 201 7 that the Junior National Tournament and Federation
Cup Championship was held ar Dehradun in The state of Urtarakbhand whers reams from 15 states participated
Under the leadership of Sunil, his associares and the All India Pickiehall Association now has over 5 000
enthusiastic pickicball players and growing cach day. These are just a foew of great accomplishments over the
Past nine years and the IFP is very proud and thankful for all that they have done

1| had the pleasure of Sunil visiting me in Goodyear, Arizona this last month. | want to share with you that among
the many things he has accomplished he has a great passion for teaching the yourh 1o play pickieball. It was in
2008 when the first ever B-day school camp for vouth was held at St Thomas High School In Goregaon. This
cevent brings youth togother for & summaer camp where thoy Teach youth how 1o play the game of pickieball.
Another passion is his belief that pickieball offers fitness by default 1o everyone. in the carly days of developing
pickicball in India he had a motto “Fun with Fitneas™ and the AIPA coined that phrase. With thiz came the belief
that anyone with reasonable fitness can play the game of pickieball, 50 in 2016 the AIFA changed s Mmoo to
“Sports for Life”™ Sunil has a strong belief that pickieball has many benefits for health and a long life. | also
found out that he's a pretty darn good pickicball player and | enjoyed the many fun and challenging games!

Flease share my congratulations and welcome Sunil as our newest IFP board member
Choeers Par Murphy
ONTMTOO“AL .

'@ FEDEMRATION OF
PICKLEBALL

Pat Murphy, President IF&

Emal « presidemi@vpickieball org

\ xlebay
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HARD WORK
PERSISTENCE
LATE NIGHTS
R EJ ECTHNOINS
SACRIFEICES
DIS CEER LI TNE
CRITICIS M
DOUBTS
FAILURE
RISKS






